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: Gor ge and aine deceits; Col.2.8. Not bur 
tthere 1s » admirable uſe of ſound, Philoſophy, 
A$)it is 


ſubordinate to Faith ;,"» but when it ſhall bee (o 


Chriſtians. Saint P4#l chargeth us to * Take heed 


proud as to judg of Faith it ſelfe, and ro admit 
or reje@t it as it ſthall be conſonant or diſagreeing 
with her prejudices, this is a tyranny which woul 
quickly overthrow all. - YT 

Other cauſe there hath been none of thoſe de- 
ſperate Herefies wherewith the Socinians have pe-. 

ed the World, bur that they will have all Truths 
to-ſtand or fall;axthe Tribunal! of their preſum- 
ptuous Reaſon : 25 'if all.the- preſent and ancient 
Churches of God beſides conſiſted but of brute 
Creatures, and they onely in a corner of Polonia, 
as: ſometimes the Donars#ts in. Africa, the onely 
reaſomble and holy men. ' Felix Eccleſia, com no- 
va & cwrioſa de Deo dicere laſcivia crederetur, Hap- 
py indced'the' Church of God, when curious no- 
veltics, and- as it were- Tourneaments in ſacred 
anc 3 -when men dae.not 
T$xy0oyGr, but 9waoyer; nor diſparage the M 
of ſo. Honourable and ſolemn a Foundation, wi 
the levity of ſlight, chaffie, and triviall ſuperſtru- 
tions. It was a grave and fcrious ſpeech that of 
Seneca, and worthy the conſideration of the 
greateſt Divines, Nunquan nos verecundiores eſſe 
s, quam cum de Deo agitur, | 
6, "Araaoyia aire, To keepe our ſelves r0 the 


forme of ſound * words, Rom.12.6.. 2 Tim. 1.13. 
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| to the ſpirits of the Prophets,and the 


any Authority in matters neceſſary of Faith , 
Worſhip,or Doctrines of Religion,to preſcribe 
or diliver any thing,as in it ſelte and ummedi- 
atcly obligatory to the Conſcience, which is 
either contradicted or omitted in the written 
Word, which we beleeve to be fully ſufficient 
to make the man of God perfett,and throughty fur- 
niſhed unto every good worke, 2 Tim.3.16,17. 
But, 1. In matters acceſſory of indifferency, or- 
der, decency, and inferiour nature. 2. In matter 
of Te#mony to the truths of Scripture, and for 
manifeſting the ſuccefſion, Alouriſhing,and har- 
mony of dodtrines —_ all ages of the 
Church, the godly learned have juſtly aſcribed 
much to the authority and uſage af the ancient 
Churches. The ſtudy of the doctrine and Rites 
whereof is _w called by the moſt learned Pri- 
mate of Irelgnd, 4 noble ftudy. I wil conclude this 
particular with the words of $. 4uſftin, * In thaſe 
things, ſaith he, wherein the holy Scripture hath 
defined nothing ,vos Populi Des & inſtitute majs- 
rum pro lege tenenda ſunt, The cuſtome of Gads 
people, and appointments of our foxe-fathers 
muſt be held for laws. Laſtly, gs 
ments 
of the godly learned : <not to be ſtiffe and infle- 
xible in our owne conceits, nar to be Acceptars 
of our own perſons, but to be willing/to retraet . 
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any errour, and with meckneſs and thankfulneſs, 
to be led into the right way by any hand. Ex- 
cellent was the reſolution of Fob in this caſe | 
Teach mee, and I will hold my peace, and cauſe me | 
to know wherein I have erred, Fob 6.24. In which 
one diſpoſition did all men, who otherwiſe 
differ, Ga agree, and were not too-partially 
addicted to their own fancies, nor . had their 
jud , (which ſhould be guided only by the 

of things) too - much enthralled xo their 
own wils,ends, or-paſſions ; ſoon might they be 
brought, if not wherein wn erre, to change 
their. judgments, yet at leaſt ſo to allay them 
with hunulity and love, (as Saint Cyprian did 
his) that they ſhould never breake forth into 
bitterneſſe towards their Brethren , or diſtur- 
bance of the Church of God. 

Thus have I, with as much light as my weak- 
neſſe could diſcover, and with as much brevity 
as the weight of the Argument would allow 0- 
pened the meanes of procuring and preſerving 
Peace amongſt Brethren. | 

The other Particular in the Text would re- 
quire as large a portion of time as this hath 
already ſpent. I thall ſpare to bee ſo injurious 
to your patience, and to the bufineſſe wee at- 
tend upon z onely becauſe thoſe things which 
God hath joyned together no man ought to 
put aſunder, I ſhall therefore as Archite&ts uſe 
to'doe, give you in but a few lines a Modell | 
| of the Puilding here by the Apoſtle _ 

- mende 


| ThePeaceof the (hurch. 25 
mended unto us, and ſo lave you, and it to | 
Gods Blefling. 

' Ke? re Ti io ous) I Then, It is not any kind 
of Peace which muſt bee thus purſued. Such 
the things in difference may bee as muſt be 
earneſtly contended for,Fuae v.3. If Peace hin- 
der Edification, wee muſt then build, as Nehe- 
miahs (ervants did, with our ſpirituall Wea- 
pons in our hands. It muſt be an edifying, but 
no deſtroying Peace. It hath an & awe, to 
bound it, Roms. 12.18, and wee know, 1d ſolum 
poſſumus , quod jure p_ | 
- . 2. He y ſevereth Peace and Liberty, 
that hee may joyne Peace and Charity: In our 
ſervices to the Church of God, wee muſt ever 
more looke to what is helpefull to others, than 
to what is lawfull for our ſelves; to part from a 
little - of our owne ground, rather than our 
brothers houſe ſhould bee unbuilt. Al thines, 
fith the Apoſtle, are lawfull, but all things ed e 
not. 

3. It is not Aro dlglullu, Let ws follow peace ; 
but 74 4 &gluns, The things which make for peace. 
It is not enough that we have pious affections 
to the Peace and Edification of the Church, 
as an End; but we muſt put to all our skill and 
wiſedome, and caſt about for the moſt proper 
and  ſeaſonable meanes conducing to ſo good 
an End. Fora man may have an indifferent 
| good, will to Peace it ſelfe, and yet when it 
comes tothe 74 4 &gtwy;, tO the meanes for the 
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adyancing of it, to the paines he muſt take, to 
the liberty hee muſt forbeare, to the coſt hee 
muſt be at, to the cenſures he may undergoe ; 
here he ſtops, and is deterred with the difh- 
culties of ſo noble an enterpriſe, like rhe ſlug- 
gard in Selomon, that ſaith, There is 4 Lion in the 
way, 
- It is Edification which is the worke com- 
mitted unto us : all the power which God hath 
annexed to our Office, and all the learning, e- 
locution, wiſedome, ſubtilty, abilities which 
our labours with his bleſſing have atrained un- 
to, muſt all bee directed and laid out upon: this 
end. | As the greateſt knowledge of a Chriſti- 
an is to know, the Croſſe of Chriſt, ſo the 
reateſt learning of a Church-manis to build 
te Body of Chriſt. And this inſtructerh us 
how we are to preach the Law unto the Peo- 
ple of Chriſt. The Apoſtle telleth us, that 
iu = ex05)ibn, Gal.3.19. It was added to the Go- 
ſpel. For ſo we find that the Promiſe and Cove- 
nant made to Abrabar is prefixed before the 
Decalogue, when it was publiſhed from Mount 
$1844, Ex.20.2. 4dded,1 fay,not as a ſupplement 
to make up a defeR, but as an in#rument to pre- 
pare the way, & diſcover the need we have of a 
Goſpel z and therforc Fohn Baptiſt came before 
with the ſpirit of Elias, and with an axe,to make 
way for Chri#t the Prince of Peace. We muſt not 
therefore preach the Law alone by it ſelfe, as it 
is a killing and deſtroying letter, but as it was 


g1ven, 


ee 
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given,ſo it muſt be preached in the hand of 4 Me- 
diatowr. We preach nothing but The Grace of 


God which bringeth Salvation, (Tam ſure wee | 


ſhould preach nothing elſe. ) .It is onely the 
wickednefſe of thoſe which contemne it, that 
turneth the Salvation which we preach, into a 
ſavour of death unto themſelves. 

5, We ce here Peace and Building in the 
Charch goe till rogether.. When the weake 
do not cenſure , nor the ſtrong deſpiſe, bur 
they goe hand in hand together, the one reve- 
rencing, the other compaſlionating their fel- 
low Brethren, then doth the Structure riſe up 
and flouriſh ; whereas _ men _ ” _ 
janglings, and unpro ,. uncharitable di- 
—_ the work of Piety is ever at a ſtand. 
When the Tongues were divided, the Buil- 


ding quickly became a Babell. And therefore | . 


we in eur Callings ought. to preſerve the love 
of our people ; to be helpefull , hoſpitable, 
courteous, patient, mercifull, to uſe: all milde- 
nefle to all men, to overcome evill with good, 
for meate not to deſtroy the worke of God, 


to preferre the Soules of our Brethren before | 
| our own dues and emoluments, that they may | 

ſee we ſecke not theirs ſo much as them: | 
not that I would have us to betray the Rights | 
of our Places, but to claime them with all ten- 
derneſſe, and with evident affurances of Love 
and Peace, | 

6. It muſt be &;, 4x«4axs 00, not onely Paſs;ve 
Edifi- 


<< 
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Fdification, an yeelding to be built, 1 Pet. 2.5. 
—_ —_— cation, a building up 
of our ſelves, Fude v.20. but a mutall and ray- 
fient Edification, as iron whetteth iron, a conſi- 
dering of one another to provoke unto love, 
and unto good workes, Heb. 10.24. 

7. It muſt be grox«4y £00. It is not enough 
to deſire it, to accept it, to meet it halfe way, 
to let it in, and welcome it when it comes to 
us 3 But we muſt Purſe and goe after it, If any 
man refuſe Peace, ſo that it flieth from us, we 
muſt put it to an « Swedy, and venture our ſelves 
for it toa ſs forte, and quantum in nobis, if by 
any meanes we may overtake and a d 
it, Roms. 12.18, If any man refuſe Edrfication, 
and thruſt away. the Grace and Mercy which 
is preached unto hum, it muſt be 9,44» here 
r00, not give him over, and to let him alone 
for deſperate, but to purſue him ſtill, ro digge 
about him, and dung him (as it is in the Para- 
ble, Zuke 13.8.) It may be he will yet bring 
forth fruit : many there are which come into 
| the Vineyard art the laſt hour. We muſt here 
put it tO 2 wrere TOO, if God peradventure wil 
give him Repentance, 2 T:im.2.25: and in the |- 
| meane time to ſhew all meckneſle to all men; 

becauſe we our ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh 
and diſobedient, Tit.3.2,3. 

Now laſtly, unto the ſubſtance of this Buil- 
ding, there pertaine but theſe three things, A 
F oundation,a Superſtrudtion,a Contignation. 
| 1. A ſtable 
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1. A ſtable and ſolid Foundation, which is 
either perſonall, and that is Chri## onely, 1 Cor. 
3-11, Or * pratticall, the knowiedge whereof 
1s requiſite as a ground-worke unto ſome fur- 
ther end ; and this againe is twofold. 

Either, the Foundation of T _— Do- 
frines, upon which they are raiſed, and by 
which they are to be ineaſured, and fo the 
Dottrine of the Apoitles and Prophets is called a 
Foundation, Eph. 2.20. orelſc the Fowndati- 
on of Salvation, whatſocver things are ſimply 
and abſolutely neceſſary to the ſpirituall, vitall, 
and ſalvificall ſtate of a Chriſtian, ,2u. poſita 
onwnt, & ſublata auferunt ſalutem, which have 

the Ordination of God a neceſſary and in- 
trinſecal connexion unto eternal life. S* Paul 
gives it us in three words, Faith, Hope,and Love. 

I. > Faith, as the primo primum, without 
which no other motions; though materially 
in morall conſtrution' good, are yet # foro 
Cel; vitall and ſalvificall. This Faith is con- 
traced into the Creeds of the Church, requiring 
an intelletuall aſſent of the minde to the Truth, 
and 2 fidwciall reliance of the heart on the Good- 
neſſe of God. in Chriſt in all thoſe Evangelicall 
Do&rines for our owne righteonſnefle and 
falvation : and thus Faith'is by < the Ancients 
often called a 4 Foundation. | 
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all ſinne paſt, a Godly p 


2. © Hope as the Ground and Foundation of 
all * Invocation, and (piritual Waſh, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle ſaith of ſuch as deſtroyed the 
incommunicable Worſhip of God, that they 


did not Hold the head, Col.2.1$,19. and thus the 


Lords Prayer _—— the adequate obje&t of 
all our Hopes, is called by Twrtwllian, A funda- 


mentall Prayer. 


. 5£ Love, as the Principle of all obedience 
newneſle of living.. In a > Godly ſorrow for 
ole abrenouncing all 


finne iin Conſcience, profeſſion, and endeavour 


of Cenver(ation for the time to come, * a deſire 
to feare 


s name, a idelight in his Law, a 
Love of our Brethren, a lence" void of 


offence towards God and men, . And ſo Love 


is by the Apoſtle called a * Root and Ground, 
Epheſ.3.17. AK 

Now the laying of this F owndgtion arighs, 
and caufing ignorant mcn in ſome meaſure to 
underſtand the myſterics of Religion and Sal- 
vation, is indeed the maſter-piece of the wiſe 
Builder,. and that, without the which all our 
other Sermons 'to the - People will bee little 
better than loſt labour, till-rhale Principles be 
ſoundly faſtened in their Conſciences, 

2. To this Foundation of Faith in Doctrine, 


| hope in worſhip, and love in obedience, mult 
| be joyned a progrefle in the Superitruttion, be- 


cauſe ſomerhing will be ever wanting to the 
Grace and Knowledge of God inus : and M 
; this 


_ 
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this ſaperedification, - it will be:tieetfall to ob- 
ſerve rhek eworthinss : Nl 1516 


r. A due order and diſpoſition : for thongh 
all the Truths of God are robe tzught, yet 
eachin its due-placo and tire; -actording as 
the ſtrength and growth of out Retters is #bſ'to 
bear! As/the Scripture was deKveted ©iavuiede, 
by pieces and degrees; ſo ſhould it be preached 
t00, line upon line, precept upon precept. Tt was 


{Libink)wiſecountell; that of a hatned Czdi- 


nal, Thift wieh vulptr people, it were beſt begin- 
ning at the lateredd &*S. Pauls piles, where 
he (peiks of Duties, and then after that to go 
tobe begirinings, where be is riiore Þ ih 

' 2. Ardue Conmxien; that we ſever not thoſe 
Dorines' which God hath Joyned. Not to 
reach Works _ Faith, _ N the 
ewes. begare pride, and opmiah'of their 6wn 
NM how 10.5\- - Not Faith with- 
out Works, Which foie Heretieks dome, (for 


that the tcamed obſerve to have been the- 


cauſe of the Epiſtles of Sairit Fames and Saint 
Fohn) did thereby cauſe great ſcanddl-and li- 
centious living. Toptecach the Law f6, t$to 
ſhew men ti w_ Ace, 4 Refuge to 
the Goſpelz and fo to preach the Goſpel, 2s 
toſhew them withall their corternpt and 


w. ES 
3. There is the Contiena#ov and covering, 
G requiſite 


-finnpruous diſobedience,” the cutfes of the | | 


Vid. Fab. praf. 
in lib.7. Inſtit. 
Orat. Non de- 
bemus onerare 
infirmitatem 
diſcentium, ſed 
temperare . ires 
noſtras,ct a1 in. 
telleFum audi- 
entium deſcen- 
dere, Idem l. 1. 
cap.2. lib. 
cap. 3,6, 


Reicquid miy- | 
ra5,tta 1##141# 
ale cai lofuerd 
auditnds ce || 
fa , credendo 
a; - 
liiga: Amt. 
de Carech. Rh- 
dib:c.4: Tort. 
de praſerc.g. | 
Aug: de-fid. 
oper. 5#p. 14. dF 
Grak et lic. 444 
bipr. cap.7. 
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| 


1 


| x Car.3.13 


| x Tim 3.5 | 


requiſite to. preſerve the Building from out- ? 


ward injury. And that is either Mini#eriall or 
Supreme.  Miniſtejall is three fold. 
c Is ity. , and on > wr Hof are a 
rowne and: covering to chiof 
Norſng fathers the -ate-10. bee, Iſai; 
apy bo ir Honour and Office i ir. 
is Shi by and ProteGzans to Gods | 
Houſe. ' 


FL Becleſufticall, an & Seine: mt Fit 

ax: mhery the Reyercnd iſtous 
the Church doe roof? this NY 

(...T»; Piety and nbmcablenoſt = living : 
—_— , anhthe Apoſtle to. Time- 


> | thy, inword a d converſation, 1 Tim.4.121* for 


an evill life 'jn--one 'of--s 'wilh uncover more 
han an induſtrious hand will eaſily repaire 
againe. 

2, Learning, chiefly-in the hol Scriptures, 
and then in the ſucceſſion and: DoSrine oof the 
Churches of Chriſt -in all ages, Thar wee may 


be able by ſound Daftrine, both th exhors and con- | 


vince gainſayers, Tit.1.9. 
—_— Preaching of the word both by 


Dodrine and Lt, You know how the bu. 


fineſſe of our Calling is ſet forth unto us, ang | 


under what expreſſions, * T2207, 4 worke , and 
more then that, * ziT%, A painful Work, faxed), 
A care; and more then that, f wbewwre, 4 diſtra- 
| ing Care; the Worke of a Souldicr, and-'of 
aS d, and of an Husbandman , 2s 
A =_ 


- Le eoeo—_ a g—__ oo o_ - Cres ate —- _—_ 
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a Chnrgan, which requires more patience 
.| andaffiduty, calles upon us-to bee in. m_— 
nefle day pad night, Such a Workeas we muſt 
wholly give our ſelves unto, > #&yoxa({1giva,. and 
3oa and nwbyr, and v Tllois &4,they arc the 
| expreſhons, A: Worke' which -will 
eepe us till: dog 5/ @ Worke- in whichof all 
othe!" is-1 — quiſite: and diff 
cult mixture of wiſedome = zeale 
and temper, | boldneſſe and meck _—__ 


and Mn ny, dome wry 
Hog —_— if 
Sine = cry out 7is per as Hh -Mowonder if Gre- 
gory Nagiamgen and others . have :hidde,: and 
Eck a” rt ſuch ari-Impl6ymedt;; "bur-a 
great wonder.it is to fee. men of: greene: heads, 
of crude and lanke -abilitics 'to raſh» withott 
feare or due; preparations: upon fo drendfull 
and ſacred an Office certainly, ofall Calliags 
under heaven, wee in: ours: have greateſt 
to,cry out with the Prophet David, If thou 
| Lord ſhouldeſt marke iniquities, O Lord, who 
might ſtand 2 
4. Diſapline and fatherly Governrent, 
to home the ſtories! of. fhe.! Boil pu nary 
and to. reduce. all. unto deceficy-3 
for as Gad-muſt Long = holineſſs, {6 
bee in dlineſſe.'ro0, and 


CET wares rs Fr 


# 


-of- 
retires ee eater ia. | 


—— 


b AasS.4 

i Tim.4.15 
As 12. 25 

2 Tim. 4. 5 
Cal.4.17 
As 14+ 26 

i Tim.4.15,16 
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- And beret me ſpeak -0ne word toro you 
 who;;are Church-wardens, and . are: entruſted 
with the. cam-of /Preſenting Diſorders: to the 
Governours of the C 3 £0 beſecch you 
$9: confider-the Religion and Sacredneſſe of 
that Qath, which. —_ of od 8s | 
ou expetd 39d; you ptom ife-to | 
, rme 3" Wi the tovorence /ofiphichs Ocite 


| and fear of Gads dreadfult Name, were yon 


(o. throyghly affected, as indeed you ought, 
wee ſhould nor foe what with gricf hoy, 7+; | 
{0 gneat-contempr.oþ Gogds'Houſe and! Ordi- 
nances:,” as tf they 'were common and profiine 
things .; many Acarce throughout the whole 
yeare, making their - zon of finnes' 20 | 
God: ig:the +; ly. of his People; many | 
ſeldom 0s never non any one Pſatrme- of | 
Pevid, ar Chapter of the holy Scriptures read 

unto them, nay, many neglkeCing the whole 


. -—-—_ | dropping in after 
e:Sertaon- is begun- 3 and tho the Prea- 
char fiave taken-fad;paines for what in- the 
Name. of God: he ſpeaks unto'them, having 
not yet the patience to ſtay till that peice of the 
bour be . | Cenainly, Dawid had learned 
mote rererence tothe 'Lords Houſe, 7 was-elad 
when: vlty | ſaid, Lot us go inte the Houſt of the 
Zerg, Pſali12.2.1. Andſohad Cornelins, who | 


| With Jus kindred . and neer friends wazted for | 


theceming of Pier, Aif3 no. 24-'-And ſo had 
Solomon, who toachoth \ net to-wart dasly at #he- 


gatss 


— 
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gates, and to grve ottendance at the po the 
agores of Gads Houſe, Prov.8.34. pr Pro- 
foxetell the like of Gods People under 


| ther, and ſhould Gee ſpeedily t5 pray before the 


ſpeake this in zeale to-the ſcrvice of -God, 
and to the reverence of his Sanduary, and 
beſeech you by the ſacvednefſe of your Outh, 
ad forthe exc of Gods Mae co thinke up 
on it; Ji, Wit) 219 


and by, "rhe trus of 


our Doctrine and Worfthp, as tending to li- 
centious, prophane, rebellious, or ſuperſtitious 


4 now when all this is done, Except the 
Lord build the Houſe, they labour dut in vaine 
' that build it. Paul may plant, and Apollo may 
water, but his Bleſſing it is which muſt perfect 
' all. Weeall are but. walles of mudde, which 
 |-maycaſily bee brokenthrough z Hee only is a 
[ ' Wall of fire which no enemies can approach 
unto. And therefore wee muſt all (and wee in 
our Calling. eſpecially ) bee frequent and ur- 
; gent in ourPraiers to him to preſerve the Peace, 
(5 r the Breaches, and to build up the 

of hys Feruſalem, that he would give us 


| the Goſpel}, that they ſhould callupon one 4no- 
Lord, : and to ſeoke' ther Lord, | Zach. 8.21: 1 * 


to cover the 'Chunch wherein they | ive ran | 
the reproachescof atÞ rhofe! who: caluminare || 


3. Generad,. anti fo: alt-the''Poople in their || 
hace rmalſd feafre analy _ | 


eyes f 


Lo amd _ — ” oO > — 
was. A... AS —— 
-- 
- — 
% 
bs. - 


ric, Three Perſoris,and/One 
_- Godbeall Glory,” 
and Thankſgiving, -- 


- nonrand for evermors, 


